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	Higher Learning Commission

	“The institution’s assignment and award of credit hours shall conform to commonly accepted practices in higher education” Number: FDCR.A.10.020. 
	

	Minnesota State
(diploma)
	Diploma. A diploma is awarded upon completion of a 31 to 72 credit undergraduate academic program that prepares students for employment. A minimum of 24 credits shall be in occupational or technical courses. http://www.mnscu.edu/board/procedure/336p1.html

Associate of Science Degree. An associate of science degree is awarded upon completion of a 60 credit academic program in scientific, technological, or other professional fields.

The associate of science degree requires a minimum of 30 credits selected from at least six of the ten goal areas of the Minnesota Transfer Curriculum.
http://www.mnscu.edu/board/procedure/336p1.html

In 2012, the Minnesota Legislature approved a waiver for the 22 Associate Degree Nursing Programs in Minnesota to allow the AD programs to be 64 credits rather than 60 credits in length.  
http://www.asa.mnscu.edu/academicprograms/60-120waivers/docs/2012.docx

	

	Board of Nursing
	Article 6301.2340, REQUIRED CRITERIA FOR NURSING EDUCATION PROGRAMS, Subpart 3: C which states that a program should “provide a curriculum to enable the student to develop the competence necessary for the level, scope, and standards of nursing practice consistent with the type of licensure.” https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/?id=6301.2340
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