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	Patient Care Assignment
	Non Patient Care Assignments

	Patient Care 
The assignments are related to the student while providing patient care in the clinical setting.
Example:  Concept mapping care for one or multiple patients. 
	Thinking Focused
Assignments encourages critical thinking and clinical reasoning and teaches students to think like a nurse.
	Patient Focused
The student focuses on specific aspects of patient care such as safety, falls, diabetes, other diseases, etc.
	Systems Focused
Assignments help the student understand the clinical world, the nurse’s work therein, and the effect of the system on the nurse and the patient. 
Example:  How the system completes medication administration from order to delivery to patient.  
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	x
	





Assignment: Co-Morbid Diagnosis
	Competencies measured in this assignment:
INFORMATICS - INFORMATICS COMPETENCY:
Identify (K), demonstrate (P), and value (E) the use of information technology to access reliable information and resources that support evidence based patient care, reduce reliance on memory (NLN), and enhance competency within the practice setting.
NURSING JUDGMENT/EVIDENCE BASED CARE-NURSING JUDGMENT COMPETENCY: 
Identify (K), use (P), and appreciate (E) evidence based care when conducting a focused assessment, choosing nursing interventions within a plan of care, monitoring, and reporting changes in the individualized patient's condition across the lifespan.
PATIENT/RELATIONSHIP CENTERED CARE - LEARNING NEEDS COMPETENCY
Describe (K), provide (P) health care information, reinforce (P) to established teaching plans within an established plan of care while (E) appreciating the importance of patient education.
PATIENT/RELATIONSHIP CENTERED CARE - NURSING PROCESS COMPETENCY:
Describe (K), utilize (P), and value (E) the nursing process when participating with other health providers in the development and modification of a plan  of care for patients across the lifespan and in various health care settings.
 SAFETY - PATIENT COMPLICATIONS COMPETENCY:
Identify (K), implement actions (P), and recognize (E) one's responsibility to detect and respond to actual/potential patient complications and report changes to the appropriate health care provider. 
SAFETY - SAFE NURSING PRACTICE:
Explain (K), demonstrate (P), and value (E) safe nursing practice and the relationship between national safety campaigns and implementation in practice settings.


APA Paper: Application of Theory and Practice Paper
You will be assessing a patient with co-morbid diagnosis. Co-morbid means the presence of one or more diseases in addition to a primary disease. For example: 
· Obese patients are at an increased risk for developing
· insulin resistance 
· type 2 diabetes mellitus 
· hypertension 
· dyslipidemia 
· cardiovascular disease 
· stroke 
· sleep apnea
· gallbladder disease 
· hyperuricemia and gout 
· osteoarthritis
· colorectal and prostate cancer in men
·  endometrial, breast, and gallbladder cancer in women  
· psychologic problems, including binge-eating disorder and depression,
· social stigmatization and discrimination”
· Khoadhiar, L., McCowen, KC. & Blackburn, GL. (1999). Obesity and its comorbid condition. Clinical Cornerstone 2(3). P. 17-31. 

· This assignment is worth __ points. You will be writing this paper in APA style. Utilize the Writing Center and Learning Resource Center as needed. Please see the grading rubric for more information. 


Directions: The following table will help you in the organization of your paper.  This is for your organization purposes only to assure that you are including all the information required. 
	Template for Writing Paper

	Required Information for Paper
	Use this area to make notes on what you will include in your paper.
	References

	NURSING JUDGMENT/EVIDENCE BASED CARE-NURSING JUDGMENT COMPETENCY:
 
Diagnoses, medications and treatments are linked
· Select one patient with co-morbid diagnoses for whom you provided direct patient care. 
· List all diagnoses, medications and treatments. 
· Choose the priority diagnosis that the patient was admitted for and identify which medications and treatments pertain to that diagnosis (for entire plan of care, not just your shift).   
· Describe why the medication and treatments were prescribed and evaluate their effectiveness.
	
	

	SAFETY - PATIENT COMPLICATIONS COMPETENCY:

Risk factors and co-morbid diagnosis
· Research the patient’s past medical history (PMH), labs and other tests. 
· Identify what actual or potential risk factors may have led to the diagnosis. 
· Include how the co-morbid diagnoses might relate to each other. 
· (For example: How might diabetes mellitus relate to kidney failure?
· If your patient has a hip fracture what other diagnoses might have contributed to the hip fracture?)
· Why is it important for you to identify actual or potential risk factors? 
	
	

	SAFETY - SAFE NURSING PRACTICE and 
INFORMATICS - INFORMATICS COMPETENCY:

National Patient Safety Goals (NPSG) 
· Research the 2013 NPSG for the clinical site you are at (example, LTC, hospital, etc.)
http://www.jointcommission.org/standards_information/npsgs.aspx

PATIENT/RELATIONSHIP CENTERED CARE - NURSING PROCESS COMPETENCY:

· Correlate patient’s care plan with at least two NPSG and describe how the care plan addresses these goals.  
· If the care plan does not address the NPSG goals, how might you work with the RN to include at least 2 of the NPSG goals into the careplan?
· What is your role as a LPN in participating with other health care providers in the modification of a plan of care using the nursing process? (Assessment, Nursing Diagnosis, Planning, Implementation, Evaluation).
	
	

	PATIENT/RELATIONSHIP CENTERED CARE - LEARNING NEEDS COMPETENCY

· Assume that your patient is to be discharged to the next level of care.
· (For example: Your patient is discharging to home following a hip fracture. They have a diagnosis of heart failure as well.) 
· What patient information would you need to provide to ensure a safe transition in relation to the primary diagnosis and the co-morbid diagnoses? 
	
	






Application of Theory and Practice Paper Grading Rubric
	Criteria

	Satisfactory (__points each)

	Needs Improvement (__ points each)

	Unsatisfactory (__points each)


	Diagnoses, medications and treatments are linked
	· Main diagnosis chosen
· All co-morbid diagnoses, meds and treatments listed.
· Meds and treatments linked to diagnoses, rationale and effectiveness described for meds/treatments. 
	· Main diagnosis chosen
· All co-morbid diagnoses, meds and treatments listed.
· Meds and treatments linked to diagnoses and but rationale and effectiveness completely addressed.

	· Main diagnosis not chosen. 
· Not all diagnoses, meds and treatments are listed.
· Meds and treatments not linked to diagnoses and effectiveness not addressed


	Risk Factors & co-morbid diagnoses
	· PMH (past medical history) researched and potential and/or actual risk factors identified with importance for practice. 
· Relationship of co-morbid diagnosis identified
	· PMH researched and potential and/or actual risk factors not consistently identified and importance to practice not clarified. 
· Relationship of diagnosis not fully identified.

	· Actual and/or potential risk factors not identified
· Relationship to diagnosis not identified
· Importance to practice not addressed.


	NPSG

	· Correlates the patient’s care plan with at least two NPSG and describe how the care plan addresses these goals. If no NPSG addressed, describes how care plan can be revised to address 2 NPSG’s.  Identifies role of LPN. 
	· Correlate patient’s care plan with only one NPSG  or describes  how the care plan can be revised also has minimal description of how the care plan addresses these goals or could be revised. Vague description of role of LPN in revising care plans. 

	· NPSG not identified and not correlated to the care plan.  No description of how the care plan could be revised. 
· Role of LPN not addressed. 



	Discharge Education
	· All factors addressed for a safe transition based on patient data
	· 1-2 areas not addressed for a safe transition based on patient data
	· More than 2 areas not addressed for a safe transition

	Structure
	· APA format used accurately
· Title page, content and reference page contained in single document.
· Sources cited within paper and in reference page.
· Accurate grammar, spelling and syntax.
· At least 3 professional, evidenced based practice sources used. 
	· APA format used but not always accurately.
· Up to 5 grammar, spelling or syntax errors.
· 3 sources used but not all are appropriate or professional.



	· APA format not always used. 
· Greater than 5 grammar, spelling or syntax errors.
· Less than 3 sources used, not all are professional or appropriate.


	
	
	
	

	Points
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