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	Revised from Linda Caputi © (What type of assignment is this?)

	Patient Care Assignment
	Non Patient Care Assignments

	Patient Care 
The assignments are related to the student while providing patient care in the clinical setting.
Example:  Concept mapping care for one or multiple patients. 
	Thinking Focused
Assignments encourages critical thinking and clinical reasoning and teaches students to think like a nurse.
	Patient Focused
The student focuses on specific aspects of patient care such as safety, falls, diabetes, other diseases, etc.
	Systems Focused
Assignments help the student understand the clinical world, the nurse’s work therein, and the effect of the system on the nurse and the patient. 
Example:  How the system completes medication administration from order to delivery to patient.  
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Assignment: Fall Risk Assignment/Health and Illness Concept: Mobility
	Competencies measured in this assignment:
NURSING JUDGMENT/EVIDENCE BASED CARE-NURSING JUDGMENT COMPETENCY: 
Identify (K), use (P), and appreciate (E) evidence based care when conducting a focused assessment, choosing nursing interventions within a plan of care, monitoring, and reporting changes in the individualized patient's condition  across the lifespan.
QUALITY IMPROVEMENT – ORGANIZATIONAL/SYSTEM:
Describe (K), provide input (SOP) (P), and appreciate (E) quality improvement methods used to develop or revise policies/procedures, and effectively use resources to support organizational outcomes.
SAFETY - SAFE NURSING PRACTICE:
Explain (K), demonstrate (P), and value (E) safe nursing practice and the relationship between national safety campaigns and implementation in practice settings.


After reading the following article answer the questions (scroll down webpage to find article). 
Gray-Micelli, D.  (2008).  Nursing standard of practice protocol:  Fall prevention.  Retrieved from http://consultgerirn.org/topics/falls/want_to_know_more 
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	Questions
	Answers
	S: __points 
	NI: __ points 
	U: __points 

	Knowledge
1. Are falls among older adult considered a normal consequence of aging?  Explain.
	


	Correctly explain falls as related to aging in context of article.  
	Does not refer to the article.  Partially correct on explanation. 
	Incorrect explanation of falls related to aging. 

	2. What are some fall causes (fall etiology)?
	


	Identifies over 6 causes of falls. 
	Identifies 4 to 5 causes of falls. 
	Only identifies 1 to 3 causes of falls. 

	3. What are some fall risk factors which you will assess your patients for?
	


	Identifies over 6 risk factors
	Identifies 4 to 5  risk facto.rs
	Only identifies 1 to 3 risk factors.  

	4. What are some environmental fall risk factors which you will assess the facility for?  Next time you are at the clinical site, pay attention to these details.
	
	Identifies over 6 environmental risk factors to assess for. 
	Identifies
 4 to 5 environmental  risk factors to assess for. 
	Only identifies 1 to 3 risk factors to assess for 

	5. You are working as the LPN in the nursing home and one of the residents has fallen in the bathroom.  What focused assessments will you make?
	
	Identifies 3 focused assessments to complete at time of fall. 
	Identifies 2 focused assessments to complete at time of fall. 
	Identifies 1 focused assessment to make at time of fall. 

	6. Which types of patients require additional safety precautions and/or specialist evaluations?
	
	Identifies 4 patient types that require additional safety precautions. 
	Identifies 3 patient types that require additional safety precautions.
	Identifies 1 to 2 patient types that require additional safety precautions.

	Practice
7.  You are working in a Long Term Care facility and there have been 3 falls within the past week.  You have been selected to work with a team on a policy to reduce the risk of falls.  What general safety precautions could you suggest to add to the policy from this article? Are they evidence based?
	
	Identifies over 6 safety precautions to include in a policy. Identifies if Evidence based correctly. 
	Identifies 4 to 5  safety precautions to include in a policy. Identifies if Evidence based correctly. 
	Only identifies 1 to 3 safety precautions. 

	8. The national patient safety goals for long term care (2013) are attached.  How would a new policy for dealing with falls relate to the LTC National Patient Safety Goals? 
	
	Relates the national patient safety goals to the falls policy correctly.  
	Relation of the national patient safety goals to the falls policy is poorly described and defined.   
	Unable to relate the national patient safety goals to the falls policy.

	Ethical Comportment
9. Why is it important in your career as a LPN to use evidence based research when working with RN’s in developing and revising policies and procedures? 
	
	Identifies personal reasons for using evidence based research in role of LPN on policy committee. 
	Needs supportive cues to identify reasons for using EBR in role on policy committee. 
	Unable to identify reasons for using EBR in policy committee. 

	10. If you were working on this policy committee, what would be the value for you, as a LPN, in developing and revising policies and procedures to prevent falls for the residents?
	. 
	Able to identify the value of developing policies to prevent risk of falls. 
	Needs supportive cues to identify the value of developing policies to prevent risk of falls. 
	Unable to identify the value of developing policies to prevent the risk of falls. 



Revised from assignment shared by: Kristin Madigan MSN, RN (Pine Technical College) 
[image: ]
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2013 Long Term Care
National Patient Safety Goals

The purpose of the National Patient Safety Goals is to improve patient safety. The goals focus on problems in
health care safety and how to solve them.

Identify residents correctly

NPSG.01.01.01 Use at least two ways to identify residents. For example, use the resident's name and date of
birth This s done to make sure that each resident gets the correct medicine and treatment.

Use medicines safely
NPSG.03.05.01 Take extra care with patients who take medicines to thin their blood.

NPSG.03.06.01 Record and pass along correct information about a resident’s medicines. Find out what
medicines the resident i taking. Compare those medicines to new medicines given 1o the
resident. Make sure the resident knows which medicines 1o take when they are at home. Tel the
resident it s important to bring their up-to-date lst of medicines every time they visit a doctor.

Prevent infection

NPSG.07.01.01 Use the hand cleaning guidelines from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention or the
World Health Organization. Set goals for improving hand cleaning. Use the goals to improve
hand cleaning.

NPSG.07.04.01 Use proven guidelines to prevent infection of the blood from central lines.

Prevent residents from falling

NPSG.09.02.01 Find out which residents are most likely to fall. For example, is the resident taking any.
medicines that might make them weak, dizzy or sleepy? Take action to prevent fals for these
residents.

Prevent bed sores

NPSG.14.01.01 Find out which residents are most ikely to have bed sores. Take action 1o prevent bed sores
in these patients. From time to time, re-check residents for bed sores.
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