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	Patient Care Assignment
	Non Patient Care Assignments

	Patient Care 
The assignments are related to the student while providing patient care in the clinical setting.
Example:  Concept mapping care for one or multiple patients. 
	Thinking Focused
Assignments encourages critical thinking and clinical reasoning and teaches students to think like a nurse.
	Patient Focused
The student focuses on specific aspects of patient care such as safety, falls, diabetes, other diseases, etc.
	Systems Focused
Assignments help the student understand the clinical world, the nurse’s work therein, and the effect of the system on the nurse and the patient. 
Example:  How the system completes medication administration from order to delivery to patient.  
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Assignment: Storytelling Assignment:  Chronic Illness
	Competencies measured in this assignment:
PATIENT/RELATIONSHIP CENTERED CARE - COMMUNICATION SKILLS COMPETENCY
 Describe (K), demonstrate (P), and value (E) self-awareness, cultural sensitivity, and caring effective communication with patients and families. 


Nurses (and student nurses) can learn a great deal from patients (and their families) through stories regarding chronic illnesses.  Storytelling may also benefit patients and their families.  
Directions:  Visit with a patient who has as chronic illness.   This may be done in a narrative manner or a format which states the question, then the responses.  The reflection portion of this assignment will be graded with the rubric attached. You will present this at post clinical for grading. 
Interview a patient with a history of a chronic illness (i.e. CHF, asthma, COPD, arthritis, diabetes, cancer, etc.).  
Ask your patient the following questions, you may also choose to add your own questions.
	Questions
	Answers

	Communication: Knowledge/Practice
1. How has __________________ 
(the chronic illness) most impacted your life?
	



	2.  What do you believe has contributed to your illness/condition?

	

	3. How has this illness affected your relationships with your family and friends?
	



	4. If you are employed, how has this impacted your ability to work?
	




	5. Has adapting to your medical regimen (medications, doctor appointments, diet restrictions, financial constraints, etc.) been easy or difficult?  Can you elaborate why you believe it has been easy/difficult?  What has been the greatest challenge?
	

	6. Can you identify any benefits of having this chronic illness?  Have there been any positive experiences with this illness you can share?

	

	7. How has your view of healthcare providers or healthcare in general changed throughout your illness experiences? 


	

	8. How significant have nurses been in your care throughout your illness?  Can you discuss an instance in which a nurse’s behavior/attitude/interaction significantly affected you (either positively or negatively)?

	

	Communication: Ethical Comportment
9. Do you have any advice for me to help me to be a more effective and caring nurse? 

	

	Reflection

	Nursing Judgment:  Knowledge
10.  The chronic illness of this person relates to which concept (perfusion/clotting, gas exchange, etc.)?  What did you learn about  health and illness in patients related to this concept? 
	

	11. Please provide 2 thoughts of how this assignment has given you a greater understanding of chronic illness and its impact on individuals (and/or families)?  

	

	Communication: Ethical Comportment: 
12.  Why is showing caring communication important for your work as a LPN? How did you show caring communication to the person you interviewed? 

	

	Communication: Ethical Comportment: 
13. What 2 ideas  do you plan to  implement in your practice as a LPN from this experience with this patient? 


	




	Grading Rubric for Storytelling Assignment: Chronic Illness

	Level of Achievement  

	Criteria

	Satisfactory (__points each)

	Needs Improvement (__ points each)

	Unsatisfactory (__points each)


	Concept
	Identifies the concept correctly that goes with the exemplar. Relates health and illness to the concept and exemplar. 
	Identifies the concept correctly but has difficulty relating concept to issues of health and illness. 
	Unable to correctly identify concept.  Unable to relate to health and illness concept.

	Understanding of Chronic Illness
	Explains 2 ways that this assignment has given greater insight into chronic illness. 
	Explains 1 way that this assignment has given greater insight into chronic illness. 
	Does not explain how this assignment has given great insight into chronic illness. 

	Caring Communication
	Identifies 2 caring communication techniques used and explains why it is important to demonstrate caring behaviors. 
	Identifies 1 caring communication technique and/or unable to explain why it is important to demonstrate caring behaviors. 
	Unable to identify caring communication techniques or explain importance of caring behaviors. 

	Implementation into Practice
	Identifies 2 ideas that the student will implement into practice as LPN from this experience. 
	Identifies 1 idea that the student plans to implement into practice as a LPN. 
	Does not identify any ideas to implement into practice as LPN. 

	Points:
	
	
	

	Total Points:
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